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CHAPTER 227
Justices of the Peace Act
1. Every judge of the Supreme Court of Canada, of the ^^^^y^®^
Federal Court of Canada, of the Supreme Court of Ontario peace
1 •!<- .... -_...- ex officio
and every judge of a county or district court is ex officio a justice of
the peace for every part of Ontario and as such has power to do
alone whatever is authorized to be done by two or more justices of
the peace. R.S.O. 1970, c. 231, s. 1.
2.
—(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Lieutenant Governor Appoint-
by commission under the Great Seal pursuant to an order
in council may apf)oint justices of the peace in and for
Ontario or any part thereof. R.S.O. 1970, c. 231, s. 2 (1).
(2) A person, other than a barrister or solicitor, desirous Examination
of being appointed a justice of the peace shall be examined qualifications
in regard to his qualifications for the office by a provincial
judge of the provincial courts (criminal division) of the
county or district in which he resides, or by such other
person as is appointed in that behalf by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council, and no such person shall be appointed a
justice of the peace without a certificate from such judge
or other person that he has examined the apphcant and finds
him qualified for the office and that in his opinion a justice
of the peace is needed for the public convenience in matters
pertaining to the administration of justice. R.S.O. 1970,
c. 231, s. 2(2); 1973. c. 149, s. 1.
3. All former general commissions of the peace are void ff^ general
upon the issue of a new general commission of the peace, but commission
nothing in this Act prevents the reappointment of any justice
of the peace named in a former commission if the Lieutenant
Governor in Council thinks fit, and the issue of a supple-
mentary commission of the peace does not operate as a
revocation of a general commission. R.S.O. 1970, c. 231,
s. 3.
4.
—
(1) A justice of the peace, before acting, shall takeO**^*»»
the following oath
:
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I, A.B., of the of
in the County {or District) of do swear
that I will well and truly serve Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
(or the reigning Sovereign for the time being) in the office of justice of
the peace, and I will do right to all manner of people according to law,
without fear or favour, affection or ill will. So help me God.
A.B.
Sworn before me, etc.
R.S.O. 1980,
C. 415
and also the oath of allegiance as required by the Public
Officers Act.
Filing
oaths (2) The oath of office and oath of allegiance shall be
transmitted forthwith to the Inspector of Legal Offices and
shall be filed in his office. R.S.O. 1970, c. 231, s. 4.
Power to
take
oaths
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 75
Duties
assigned by
chiei judges
5. A justice of the peace has the same power to ad-
minister oaths, affirmations and declarations as a com-
missioner appointed under the Commissioners for taking
Affidavits Act. R.S.O. 1970, c. 231, s. 5.
6.
—
(1) A justice of the peace acting within his territorial
jurisdiction may exercise those powers and perform those
duties conferred or imposed upon a justice of the peace
by an Act of the Legislature or of the Parliament of Canada
or by a municipal by-law when so directed by the chief
judge of the provincial courts (criminal division) or- the
chief judge of the provincial courts (family division), or by a
provincial judge designated by either of them.
Direction
and
supervision
Idem
(2) Subject to subsection (3), the chief judge of the pro-
vincial courts (criminal division) or a provincial judge
designated by him shall have general direction and super-
vision over the duties and sittings of justices of the peace.
(3) The chief judge of the provincial courts (family
division) or a provincial judge designated by him shall
have general direction and supervision over the duties and
sittings of justices of the peace in respect of matters pertain-
ing to the business of the provincial court (family division).
1973, c. 149, s. 2, part.
Fees
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 6
Disposition
of fees
7.
—(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), justices of the
peace shall be paid such fees, allowances and expensesas are
prescribed under the Administration of Justice Act..
(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may authorize
the payment of a salary to a justice of the peace appointedior
Ontario or any part thereof and fix the amount of such
salary.
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(3) Where a justice of the peace is paid a salary under i^em
subsection (2), subsection (1) does not apply in respect of
fees payable by Ontario and the justice of the peace shall pay
all other fees received by him over to the Treasurer of
Ontario. 1971, c. 6, s. l,part.
8.
— (1) There shall be a Justices of the Peace Review
of'the^place
Council composed of, Review^ Council
(a) the chief judge of the provincial courts (criminal
division)
;
(6) the chief judge of the provincial courts (family
division) ; and
(c) the senior provincial judge for the county or
district concerned in the matter being considered
by the Council.
(2) The Attorney General may designate a provincial j^'^^gen^e^of
judge in a co.unty or district to act as a member of the Justices senior judge
of the Peace Review Council in the absence of the senior
provincial judge in the county or district.
(3) The functions of the Justices of the Peace Review o^councii
Council are,
(a) to review the conduct of and performance of
duties by justices of the peace in the county or
district
;
{b) to receive complaints respecting the misbehaviour
of or neglect of duty by justices of the peac'e in
the county or district or their inability to perform
their duties
;
(c) to take such action to investigate complaints as
the Council considers advisable including the review
thereof with the justice of the peace where appro-
priate, and after giving the justice of the peace an
opportunity to be heard, to make such recommenda-
tions to the Attorney General with respect thereto
as it sees fit.
(4) Where an investigation of a complaint is undertaken fi.o^d^u*es
under clause (3) (c), the chief judge of the provincial courts (crimi-
nal division) or the chief judge of the provincial courts (family
division) may suspend the justice of the peace from the perfor-
mance of his duties until the Attorney General otherwise directs.
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Advising
Attorney
General
(5) The proceedings of the Justices of the Peace Review
Council shall not be public, but it may inform and advise
the Attorney General respecting matters that it has in-
vestigated or reviewed.
Powers
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 411
(6) For the purposes of an investigation under this
section, the Justices of the Peace Review Council has the
powers of a commission under Part II of the Public Inquiries
Act, which Part applies to the investigation as if it were an
inquiry under that Act.
Protection
from
liability
(7) No action or other proceeding for damages shall be
instituted against the Justices of the Peace Review Council
or any member or officer thereof or any person acting under
its authority for any act done in good faith in the execution
or intended execution of its or his duty. 1973, c. 149, s. 3.
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 228
does not
apply
9. The Labour Relations Act does not apply to full-time
justices of the peace. R.S.O. 1970, c. 231, s. 10.
